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SUBJECT: GATT PANELS ON DISC AND RELATED TAX PRACTICES 
REF: STATE 23939, GENEVA 475 

1 . MISSION HAS RECEIVED LETTER TODAY DATED 9 FEB FROM 
LUYTEN OF EC COMMISSION OFFICE GENEVA AS FOLLOWS: 

"I REFER TO YOUR LETTER DATED JAN 14TH, 1976, SUGGESTING 
PROCEDURES TO BE FOLLOWED BY THE GATT PANEL ON DISC, AND ON A 
SIMILAR BASIS FOR THE OTHER PANELS ON RELATED TAX PRACTICES. 

"THE COMMUNITY AS SUCH IS ONLY CONCERNED WITH THE PANEL 
ON DISC. AS WE EXPLAINED IN OUR LETTER DATED SEPTEMBER 
12TH, 1975, WE CONTINUE TO CONSIDER THAT IT WOULD BE 
PREFERABLE, AND MORE IN ACCORDANCE WITH PAST PRACTICE, 

TO LEAVE THESE QUESTIONS TO THE PANEL ITSELF AND TO 
ALLOW IT TO PROCEED AS IT DECIDES. 
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STANDS READY TO SUBMIT TO THE PANEL A WRITTEN STATEMENT 
OF ITS POSITION ON DISC WHENEVER THE PANEL THINKS IT APPROPRIATE." 

2. THIS CONSTITUTES EC REPLY TO MATTERS PROPOSED IN 
BOTH OF REFTELS. THUS, EC DOES NOT, LUYTEN TOLD US, 

ACCEPT US PROPOSAL TO CIRCULATE PAPERS BY MARCH 1 OR 
AT ANY TIME BEFORE SCHEDULED MARCH 16 SESSION OF PANELS; 

EC REMAINS FIRM THAT IT IS UP TO PANELS TO DECIDE WITH 
THEY WANT. WE SAID WE FOUND IT DIFFICULT TO BELIEVE 
PANELS WOULD NOT WANT WRITTEN PRESENTATIONS. LUYTEN 
AGREED BUT CLAIMED ALL NINE MEMBER STATES ARE UNANIMOUS 
THAT PANELS MUST FIRST MAKE REQUEST. HE FURTHER 
CLAIMED TO SEE DELAYING TACTIC IN US PROCEDURAL PROPOSALS 
WHEREBY US WOULD TIE UP THE PANELS UNTIL AFTER NOVEMBER ON 
PROCEDURAL MATTERS. IN RESPONSE TO OUR SUGGESTION THAT 

EARLY PRESENTATION OF WRITTEN CASES AND DEFENSES MIGHT SPEED WORK 
OF PANELS, LUYTEN ONLY REITERATED THAT COMMUNITY HAD ALREADY MADE 
DECISION TO AWAIT PANELS' WISHES BOTH ON PROCEDURES AND ANY 
WRITTEN MATERIAL. 

3. WE ASKED PRECISE MEANING OF STATEMENT IN LETTER 

THAT "COMMUNITY AS SUCH IS ONLY CONCERNED WITH THE PANEL ON DISC"; 
LUYTEN SAID THAT INDIVIDUAL COUNTRIES INVOLVED IN OTHER TAX 
PRACTICES WOULD HAVE TO CONDUCT OWN PARTICIPATION IN "OTHER TAX 
PRACTICES" PANELS. LUYTEN ADDED THAT EC COMMISSION MIGHT 
WISH ATTEND AS OBSERVER DEPENDING UPON HOW THINGS GO. PHELAN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TAX LAW, MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 10 FEB 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: morefirh 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976GENEVA00938 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760051-0133 
From: GENEVA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760265/aaaacetk.tel 

Line Count: 87 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 STATE 23939, 76 GENEVA 475 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: morefirh 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24 MAR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <24 MAR 2004 by ElyME>; APPROVED <03 JUN 2004 by morefirh> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GATT PANELS ON DISC AND RELATED TAX PRACTICES 
TAGS: ETRD, GATT 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



